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The Floor Story

Have you ever wondered why a retail floor or a gymnasium can achieve such a high gloss? One would thin Have you ever wondered why a retail floor or a gymnasium can achieve such a high gloss? One would think we could throw a few polymers together and create an adequate floor finish. Not so! A floor finish may require up to ten or more ingredients. Each ingredient provides certain characteristics to assist in formulating the best floor finish, however the interesting aspect is the balancing act of those ingredients. 

A typical floor finish requires extensive formulating effort to obtain a satisfactory film. Numerous lab tests must be conducted to determine performance parameters of the particular polymer matrix. These tests are; Gloss, water resistance, abrasion resistance, detergent resistance, wet abrasion testing, scratch resistance, scuff resistance, black heel mark resistance, slip resistance, stain resistance, hardness, and low temperature film formation. Once a formulation has passed all lab tests, then the finish must be applied to a floor and subjected to cleaning and buffing procedures. The final step is field testing in a retail setting. The duration of this step depends upon the durability and the maintenance schedule necessary to provide the best product performance. This step confirms the lab testing efforts and prediction of performance.


So the next time you walk into a retail store or a gymnasium take a moment to look down and see the floor finish in a new light of appreciation for the effort needed to provide a glossy “wet look” floor. 
